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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

“FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST”*
W. P. JOHNSTON, D.D., BEAVER FALLS, PA.

It is God’s desire that men shall know

truth and in all directions. This is ap-

parent from the means provided through

which truth can come to men. God has

not confined Himself to any one quarter.

Men know nature, for it has been God’s in-

tention that they should know nature. He
desires men to know Him, the highest of

all truth. This is evident from what we

have in this chapter (Acts 2).

The truth as to God, as to the Trinity,

as to personalities in the Godhead, is truth

as abstract, perhaps, as any with which

man has to deal. Difficult as it is to ap-

prehend, God has taken pains that we shall

know this truth. There are things cog-

nizable by the senses, objects that we can

see and hear and touch, that have been

used of God to symbolize the Holy Ghost.

He descended in the form of a dove and

rested on Jesus at the Jordan. In the

instance recorded in the second chapter of

Acts there was a sound heard, as if it were

a mighty wind, and there were seen cloven

tongues like as of fire. We are not only to

enjoy divine gifts, but we are to under-

stand by the divine explanation the things

that we do enjoy.

*A sermon delivered in Second New
York pulpit , Saturday before the Com-

munion Sabbath in October

,

1905, and re-

quested for publication,

In the use of these words we wish to ask

“the value of that that men have acquired

when they become possessed of the Holy

Ghost”

:

l. They have become possessed of divine

energy and that in exercise.

There are figures here with which we

are cognizant. There are names of things,

the things we know. There are nouns

which are names of things, such as

“sound,” as “wind,” as “tongues.” Ad-

jectives are joined to some of these nouns,

such as “rushing,” as “mighty,” flames

were “cloven.” Here are energy, activity,

motion. Nature, even in this modern

world, is found to be alive, in motion from

end to end. There is active movement,

perpetually so, so that we can say of nature

there is no dead matter in it at all. All

matter is in movement, and science tells

us that matter in movement is force. The

power that originated the matter, that

quickened it, is of course in its ultimate

analysis beyond the eye or the ear. We
have the right to take out of these names

the meanings that belong to them. We
want to find what good a man would get, if

he became possessed of what the disciples

then had, and we are confronted at once

with two of the mightiest agencies that

belong to the world of sense—wind and

fire. We have only to name them to show

of what account they are. Science shows

us what these forces are. Nowadays we

can be shown rays of light that pierce
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through walls that we thought solid, and

electric currents that go without wires, and

thoughts go from mind to mind without

means either audible orvisible. The dreams

of magic of Arabian tales are not to be

named in wonder with the real of our day.

If this is so in physical life, and the won-

ders multiply here, for eye and ear, what

can God mean to do for us in moral life,

if we come to be possessed of what these

amazing forces in nature only represent or

stand for? He is the Lord of the swift

motion and the tremulous activity, and the

quivering current, as only light and heat

and fire can show—and He made the light

and heat and tire. Surely these must be

the mightier in the Holy Ghost, Who
comes as a wind and rushes as a flame and

moves through all things. What could

men be or do ? What could the organized

Church do or be if this power were had?

2. There is the implanting of a life that

insures growth.

The things that we see in nature, such

as trees that grow or creatures that move

are what they are, not because formed by

a power from without, but because of a

power that works from within. Matter is

not what we call stuff like molten lead,

moulded into shape, but becomes the ex-

pression of a principle which it holds

within itself. The tree grows, the animal

grows, the fruit swells, and by the de-

velopment show that there is more than

matter within them. The thing that has

life is always becoming something that it

has not yet been. It is everlastingly trying

to reproduce a type that is set before it.

The tree must have life, if it is to do it. The

animal must have life, if it is to become

larger and stronger. The men that had

been in the upper chamber became new

creatures, tried to realize what had never

been in mind before, tried to do things

they never tried to do before, for they were

alive with a new kind of life, capable now

of new things. Change is always the law,

if there is life. This is the value, the

eternal value, of spiritual life. It can go

on to an end. Our estimates of the value

of things are so mistaken. If offered a

bar of gold or a grain, of wheat, as we go

out to-day, we would likely choose the

gold. If so, we would err. A bar of gold

can’t be compared, in particulars at least,

to the grain of the wheat. It cannot sus-

tain life, and it has no power, never will

have, of self-increase. The gold cannot

grow. Bury it in the ground and in a

thousand years it will be as you left it;

bury the seed, and under the sun of one

summer it will multiply itself an hundred

fold. Bury its increase and you can, out

of the one seed, have enough to feed all

the families of the race of mankind. The

kingdom of heaven, grand as it is, can

afford to be compared to a grain of mus-

tard seed, for it is a living thing. Get

the spirit of life and you have within you,

in your own keeping, eternal reality. The

life seed reproduces itself. The coal that

is on fire will reproduce itself in that that

is by its side. The living Peter, the man
that became alive by the Holy Ghost, re-

produced himself in the person of three

thousand souls, who cried as one voice,

“What shall we do?” It is not on our

account solely that we ought to lie alive.

If God’s children rose to new life, millions

that are dead would be on their feet. The

Church to-day, if alive, would move the

world.

3. The employment of a capacity that

man alone possesses.

“They were all filled with the Holy

Ghost.” There is another passage that

throws light on this one. On the evening

of the day on which He rose from the

dead, our Lord came to the disciples, when

they were assembled in an upper room, in

fear of the Jews, and breathed on them

and said,“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” The
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word translated “receive” is “labete,” the

imperative of “lambano,” and when it

governs the accusative, lias a significance

far more energetic than is implied in the

word “receive.” It means “to seize,”

“take to one’s self,” “claim as one’s own,”

“arrogate,” “lay hold of.” It is an appeal

to the will, the capacity of response which

is the privilege of the sons of men who

can, if they will, become the sons of God.

Here is the evidence that men can accept

as their own, as fitted for owning, as meant

to enjoy the gift of the Holy Ghost. What

does this mean? What has the soul gained,

when it knows what it can reach, is

adapted to acquire, and how far has it

gone, if in response to the will of the

Divine Father and the Divine Son, the

soul of its own accord has accepted God’s

Spirit? Who can crystallize into a defini-

tion the miracle of assimilation ? How near

do men come to God, when they have done

what is recorded here? The flowers take

of the rays of the sun and thus vitalize

them to their very roots; the lungs take

of the air what is meant for the lungs and

this oxygenates the blood
;
the seed takes

what is meant for it in mould and mois-

ture; the leaf with its million microscopic

mouths takes from the sunlight, extricates

that through which it is meant to grow.

Oh ! if the unconscious—if the irrational

—will thus take that by which they live,

will not the souls of men, in answer to the

voice and will and love of our God, take

and live in the taking, of the breath, the

influence, the inspiration of Him “Who
is closer to us than our breathing, nearer

to us than our feet?” I know noth-

ing that so shows the estimation in which

our Lord holds the souls of men, as when

He gives into their own keeping, His own

Spirit. Glorified should be His own

blessed name, that by His own blood, He
has made our bodies fit to be the temples

of the Holy Ghost.

4. The reinforcement of the human by

a Divine Spirit

“All filled with the Holy Ghost.” There

are now two wills, but they work in har-

mony; they are distinct, and remain so,

but have one aim. “I live, yet not I,”

that is, I could not live if Christ did not

live in me. “Ye are not in the flesh, but

in the spirit.” There is such union that

when men pray, they offer their own peti-

tions, yet the Spirit, even thus the “Spirit

inaketh intercessions for us with groanings

that cannot be uttered.” We have life.

We can utter words. The Divine Spirit

has no body, but uses ours; can utter no

words, but causes us to utter those that

bring blessings down from God. “What
see you in the Shulamite? As the com-

pany of two armies,” not in conflict, but in

union. We become so possessed that, while

that that is human remains, and that

that is divine remains so, yet we come to

wish what a divine mind would wish
;
come

to crave what God would have us to crave.

“I in them and Thou in Me, that we all

may be made perfect in one.” I wish that

I may understand and make you to under-

stand what it is to be possessed by the

Holy Ghost—what we gain, what we

lose. We are persons, stay so. The Holy

Ghost is a person, remains so. I will use

this illustration. The child is bent on a

certain course of conduct, is self-willed.

The mother desires for the child a course

entirely different. She lifts the child, uses

eye and word, persuasion and entreaty, and

by and by has gained her end. She gives

her own mind and will into the possession

of her child. The child has gotten the

mother’s will. The mother and child are

one. On a certain October day in 186-1,

one of the armies of the Union, with its

thousands, was smitten with panic. The
men had turned their backs in the hour

of battle. They threw away their arms.

Their leader was twenty miles away, but
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came and met his men in the highway,

men whom he had led. He bade them to

halt, asked them to turn, asked them again

to face the foe, to lift again their weapons,

and Sheridan had his way. He had given

to his men his spirit. They got from him,

but what was his is now their own. I

know no other way to explain how men be-

come strong with a strength that is not

their own, but because given to them of

God. But it is theirs if they so will. The

air, that was about the room in which the

disciples sat, no more readily entered and

took possession of their lungs than the

Holy Ghost was ready to enter into and

take possession of the souls of the men
who were in the room. The fitness was as

real in the one case as in the other.

5. It gives the consciousness of the

divine possession and joy in His service

Mr. Huxley at one time said, “I pro-

test that if some great power would agree

to make me always think what is true and

do what is right on condition of being

turned into a kind of clock and wound up

every morning, I would instantly close

with the offer.” The dear man could have

had. all that any hour of his life, and no

clock-work about it. The gracious Lord

gives us the blessed Spirit to do His

blessed work upon the souls of men, but

allows us well-nigh His own Divine joy

of soul, as we see what we can do and

realize what we are allowed to gain. It

is something outside the thermometer that

produces the change in the mercury. It

is something outside the soul of man that

makes it capable of the wonderful things

that the soul will do, yet the gain of the

doing is shared by him who does it, by

him for whom it is done, and by that

Almighty Saviour and Lord, Who tells us

to do it. We are made worthy to be heirs

with God, worthy to be co-workers with

God. Oh ! the dignity of the regenerated

life, power to work in and for and with

the souls of men.

To close : Let us make the conditions

favorable, when the issue is so amazing.

These men were intent on one object.

Drummond says, “Under right conditions,

it is as natural for character to become

good as for a flower to become beautiful.”

Our God is on our side in this matter.

One of the impressive things about the greatest engines is the silence with which

they do their work. The stars rushing through space with a force which we cannot

even imagine, do so in silence. The same thing may be observed in regard to the work

which is done in the world. The most powerful are always very quiet. The great

spiritual ministry of the Christian Church is carried forward with very little noise.

Noise is not the same as work; frenzy is not power. The man busy with his work

has very little time to shout about it. We shall do well to come back more and more

to the method of Jesus. He said repeatedly: “See that ye tell no man.” His

work was quiet because it was transforming the world .
—Friendly Greetings.

“I would not like to live where there are no churches; but if all were like me there

would be none.” These are the words of a non-Christian banker, who lives in one of the

larger cities.

There are many who think as this banker does. They have all their lives received

the benefits and blessings which result to the community at. large, because of the ex-

istence of Christian churches. They would not like to bring up their children in a

place where there are no churches, and yet, though having large incomes, they have done

nothing for the support of the churches, to which they owe so much.—Ex.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.
Latakia, Syria.—A personal letter of

Nov. 23, 1905, brings encouraging news

from Miss Maggie B. Edgar

:

My own work has begun this year most

pleasantly. To me it seems there is much
more of a spirit of earnestness and desire

for the good of the pupils among our

native teachers, at least in my own school,

than formerly, and more of a longing for

a higher and better spiritual life. This

makes me hopeful, for surely it is in this

that awakening begins. * * * My own

great fear always is lest I should fail to

guide and help them.

I have every reason to be grateful and

joyful that the Lord has allowed me the

glorious privilege of being a worker in the

foreign field. I wish the young people at

home could understand how He makes up

for everything they might leave and for all

it may cost to devote themselves to His

work. Then we would not lack for work-

ers.

#
All our readers will rejoice with Mrs.

Jas. S. Stewart in the interest that some

friends have shown in her special work,

and in the cheering evidence of progress

that she records in a letter of Nov. 22,

1905

:

It is with special gratitude J:hat I ac-

knowledge the sum of $20.50 from the

Woman’s Missionary Society of Pittsburg

Presbytery
;
and also the sum of $100

from Mrs. M. M- Gregg, of Allegheny.

Both gifts are a complete surprise, but

none the less needed. I can now, in addi-

tion to getting new books, renew the old

curtains and divan covers for the New
Year. The old ones do not give one a very

bright welcome after ten years’ usage.

They are quite thin and faded. I cannot

express my happiness or what a load these

gifts have lifted from my mind. It is

good to be remembered. We have re-

turned from Beirut, where we left Eliza-

bath in school, and from Cyprus, where

we attended the Commission meeting.

Mr. Stewart started off this morning for

the southern part of the field. He will

hold a communion in Tartoos. One of

our brightest and best young men is now
studying theology with Mr. Stewart. He
is a graduate of our boys’ school, and now-

resident teacher in the same school. He
also leads the singing in church, and at

prayer meetings.

Last Sabbath our little chapel in the.

girls’ school was packed. We had a fine'

sermon and a good audience. Do not be

discouraged, the good work goes on. Paul!

may plant and Apollos may water, but

God giveth the increase. Pray for us.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—A letter from

Rev. R. J. Dodds, dated Nov. 8. brings

interesting items to the home churches

:

We had a pleasant meeting of Com-
mission at Larnaca. As Mr. McCarroll had

arranged to have the communion at the

same time, we met all the native members

of the Church. I think encouraging signs

have begun in Cyprus. The missionaries

are devoted, not more so than their pre-

decessors, but they are beginning to reap

what the others sowed. Still we must ex-

pect trials and discouragements. We are-

all in danger of becoming impatient be-

cause God does not conform to our wishes..

He has His own plans and I do not think;

He is going to change them to suit our

whims. All He asks is that His servants
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do the work He appoints them. He will

bring about the results in His own time

and way; and His time and way are the

best. For my part, I am not able to think

mission work very discouraging as long

as there are opportunities of sowing the

seed. In due time we will reap if we faint

not. The very form of the assurance in-

dicates that it is not for us to determine

what the due time is. God determines the

time when it is proper to give the harvest.

It may be so long delayed that Little Faith

will faint. The true Christian husband-

man, however, will wait patiently until it

receives the early and the latter rain.

I had some opportunity of seeing the

work in Alexandretta. It is highly en-

couraging. Perhaps more so up to the

present time than any other the Cove-

nanter Church has undertaken. This mis-

sionaries there might almost think they

are the special favorites of heaven. Even

they, however, are not without sufficient

trials to keep them humble.

In this town out- schools are better than

ever before in the history of the Mission.

The chapel is full every morning, almost

to overflowing. It is a pleasure to speak

to such an assembly of children. I believe

the order of the schools and the ability of

the teachers are in advance of our past

experience. I believe also there is more

money being paid in, though the amount

is still small in comparison with what it

should be. The interest of the teachers in

their work and their devotion to it are

commendable. It has not always been so

in our past experience. In regard to our

schools, I think things have taken a turn

for the better, and I hope they will go

forward from year to year to still more

encouraging conditions.

My brother and his wife are now in this

field. They came just after the meeting

of the Commission, and are arranging

their house. The people are all glad of

their coming, and I think it is a great point

in their favor to be received with such a

welcome. The truth is—and I think I

may say it modestly—their good name pre-

ceded them, in accounts of their work and
manner of life in Latakia and Suadia. He
is to preach in Mersina'next Sabbath, and

that will be his formal entrance on his

work.

I regret to say that our Bible reader in

the Auba met with a sad loss in the death

of his little boy, Kamil. He had three

children. His wife, going on her first visit

to her friends in the mountains of Latakia,

took her two younger children with her

and left the oldest with his father. He
being in the care of his aunt, one day

went out to play with her children. They

stirred up a hornet’s nest, and Kamil was

so badly stung that he died of the effects

in a few days.

A girl who was in our school, almost a

young woman, died about the time the

school opened this fall. Her death made
quite an impression on the children. Some-

times they die for want of proper treat-

ment.

One of our school girls was very ill,

apparently at the point of death. They

dismissed the doctor because he charged

for his visits. They also discontinued the

use of his prescription, or else did not have

it filled because of what the medicine

would cost at the pharmacy. They might

have tried it, but that they found a black-

smith wlm sold them a large bottle of

medicine for two cents that, he assured

them, would cure a person of almost any

disease. The girl eventually did recover.

A fellah woman from Tarsus brought

a girl and placed her in the school. But

she was only in a few days until she was

ordered by the Government to remove her.

Our school in Tarsus is now open, but I

have not yet had an opportunity of visiting

it. Evangelistic services there are well
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attended. More attend even than last

year.

In Mersina the attendance is much

smaller than it was a few years ago, and

yet it is not a very poor attendance. The

chapel is usually pretty full in the fore-

noon; but fewer are present in the after-

noon.

%•

Nov. 22
, 1905, is the date of a letter

from Rev. R. J. Dodds that is full of good

news about the work in this important

field

:

Last Friday morning I went to Adana,

where I spent that day in looking into the

state of the work there. On Saturday J

went to the Auba, where I met with a

friendly reception. We had the oppor-

tunity of reading to some and talking

with them, but the number was small. We
visited an important and very friendly

Sheikh at his home, where we met his son,

his brother and a few other fellahin. I

had two or three years ago presented this

man with a Bible, which he assured us he

had read through since, from cover to

cover, without omitting a word, three

times. I believed him for two reasons

;

first, the book showed use
;
and second, he

showed remarkable acquaintance with it.

He also gave very intelligent expositions

of several passages.

We have taken a house now in Adana in

a section of the city quite a distance from

that district in which we have been renting

for several years past. We left the old

neighbors on the best of terms. They not

only said, but showed, that they were

really sorry to have us leave their midst.

They are all fellahin, and work among

them seemed like sowing seed on the face

of a rock. Apart from their friendship,

we could see no effect. However, let us

hope that the truth with which they have

now become so familiar, may even yet,

through the blessing of God. result in con-

versions. We have placed the leaven in

the meal: we must leave results to God.

In the new neighborhood we are close to

another community of fellahin, and very

close to the house which I rented last

spring, but which the government com-

pelled the fellah owner to take from us

again, refunding the rent we had paid.

We are right in the midst of a very de-

graded papal community. One priest,

Khoury Philibbus, did not welcome us

among his parishioners. We have had some

experience with him before. He is the

man that persuaded the wife of one of our

teachers to leave him a few years ago.

We got her back in the end, much to his

chagrin, and she is now not only a Protest-

ant’s wife, but a good Protestant wife as

well.

This priest went to the commissary of

police with the complaint that we had

rented a house in a neighborhood in which

our presence would be very detrimental to

him, and requesting him to prevent our

settling there. The commissary thereupon

sent for the owner of the house, com-

manding him to refund the money we had

paid and to refuse us the house. He was

much ashamed to do it, and besides was

unwilling on other grounds, as he had been

happy at the prospect of having gospel

meetings conducted in his house. It hap-

pened that his mother, who lives with him,

had known the Governor of Adana at

some period of his life, and her brother

having come recently from the interior

presented her with two turkeys. She

took these to the Governor and reminded

him of their former acquaintance with

one another, which I suppose the sight of

the two turkeys helped him to recall. She

told him of our renting their house for

religious meetings and of the priest’s com-

plaint against us and the action already

taken by the commissary of police and

begged his Excellency to interfere, as she
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believed our work was of a character that

could not be inimical to the laws of the

land. The Governor told her there was

no reason why we should not have the

house and hold our evangelical meetings,

and that he would not only give the police

orders to that effect, but even give her a

letter in her hand to the commissary of

police if she wished to carry it. So the

Lord intervened in this unexpected way

for our work. I only hope it may prove as

formidable to that of Khoury Philibbus as

he fears.

There are three young men learning to

read with Hanna, the evangelist, in the

Bible. They take a lesson every day. It

is not only a lesson in reading, but a

genuine Bible lesson, and some of the

neighbors usually are present to listen.

He teaches in the home or room of one of

the brethren.

On Sabbath I preached twice to nice

audiences. Some of the Adana mission-

aries were kindly present in both meetings.

I hope people at home will not be discour-

aged. I am sure a good work is going on

in our three cities, and I am sure the fel-

lahin. while still unconverted, grow more

and more friendly, and more and more at-

tentive to the Word of God. We need to

sow the seed, and wait patiently for the

harvest. We cannot hasten God’s time, I

think.

Two days later Mr. Dodds sends us an

important postscript to his letter:

I had intended to tell you something

about how Hanna Basmah conducts his

work in Adana. Every day he teaches

some young men to read in the Bible. It

is not only a lesson in reading, but is ac-

companied by a very interesting exposition

of the portion read. There are nearly

always, perhaps always, some neighbors

in to listen.

On Sabbath morning Hanna gives an

exposition of a portion of Scripture,

equivalent to a lecture in Arabic. In the

afternoon he conducts a Bible class in

Arabic, and gives an exposition similar to

that of the morning in the Kurdish lan-

guage. 1 have wished that I had noted

down some of the things he says.

Two weeks ago a number of persons

came to talk with him. One of them said*

“The sects all condemn one another as un-

Christian—the Greeks the Latins, and the

Latins the Greeks, and both of these the

Protestants. What do you Protestants say

of the other sects? Are they Christians

or not?” Now, you know such a ques-

tion is intended to provoke discussion and

to have an excuse for bad feeling. Many
a person would fall into the trap, but they

never catch this man.

“Well,” he replied, “suppose fifteen or

twenty of us should be employed by one

man in some work on the farm, or in a

factory, do you think all would give equal

satisfaction ?” “No,” said the other man.

“One would he more diligent and faithful

than another, and in the degree of their

faithfulness would be liked by their em-

ployer.” “So,” said Hanna, “it is in re-

gard to the Church. They all have the

Bible. They all claim to be servants of

God. But you can distinguish between

them as to the use they make of the Bible,

their love of its doctrines, their earnest-

ness in teaching the truth to others, etc.

You can see that in these respects the

Protestants are more likely to be approved

of God.” “Yes, that is quite true,” said

the other man.

Cyprus.

—

The following letter, dated

Nov. 29, 1905, is from Dr. Calvin Mc-

Carroll

:

Since last writing you we have been

kept quite busy. The number coming to

the clinic rapidly increased, until there

were one day fifty-six seeking medical ad-
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vice, and now the register shows over 850

in the past two months. The general at-

titude of the people toward us has changed

very much, so that those who were our

bitterest enemies are becoming, apparent-

ly, our friends. In the clinic Mr. Aegyp-

tiades talks to the people concerning their

spiritual life, while I am preparing the

medicine for the improvement of their

physical being.

norant and depraved condition, and their

corrupt morals, to all of which they seem

utterly oblivious. Those things which all

civilized nations recognize as sin they say

are not sin, and anyway everybody will

eventually be saved.

Inclosed is a snapshot of a shrine in the

lot back of our house. In it there are

several chandeliers with lights constantly

burning, and the rags which you see at-

tached are placed there by those who come

to have their diseases cured, and light

candles for the departed saints.

An English friend in Limassol says that

near their home there is a rock with a

hole, through which the women draw their

children to heal their diseases or drive

away the evil spirits, etc. When a person

dies, the body is buried in the same grave

as other members of the family who have

gone before to their reward, the remains

being dug up and placed on top of the

last corpse. The poor are thrown in

wrapped in a cotton sheet, while the

wealthier are placed in colhns and above

the grave is placed a small wooden cross,

to which is attached a small lantern.

It was our pleasure and privilege to

As we come more in contact with the meet and know some of the Syrian mis-

people we realize more deeply their ig- sionaries, and their families at the meet-
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ing of commission in Larnaca the last of

October. Their appearance at that time

is perhaps fairly recorded in the inclosed

picture. It was a season of pleasure, and

we believe of profit to all, and especially

was the dispensation of the Sacrament of

the Lord’s Supper on the Lord’s Day a

season of spiritual refreshing.

The great event which is proof to us

that the Lord hath not utterly forsaken

us is the working of the Holy Spirit in

the heart of Mr. Peponiades manifested

by his generous gift of a fine garden in

the center of Nicosia, and £200 in gold.

This property is in a good location, and

we are hopeful for the future of the work

in Nicosia, with the garden as a material

basis.

The weather is getting cooler gradually

and may now be considered delightful.

One would think that this would be an

ideal climate for tubercular subjects, as

there is plenty of sunshine and they may
practically live out of doors the whole

year
;
but on the contrary, the great white

plague is rife here, especially among the

very poor. The government has promised

to erect a hospital for consumptives, which

we hope will alleviate their condition to a

certain degree.

On Friday we expect our brother from

Larnaca. He will hold services here and

then go to Famagusta to look after the

work there. We are all well.

Tak Hing, China.—A personal letter

from Rev. A. I. Robb, under date of Oct.

28, contains items that will make every

reader thank God and take courage

:

This evening a teacher from some

twenty-three miles away came in, escorted

by one of our book sellers. He bought

some gospels over a year ago, and since

the last month of their year, which was

our January, he has been praying night

and morning to the true God. I examined

him rather closely, and find him not only

thoroughly posted and well acquainted

with the way of salvation, but showing all

the evidences of having experienced the

saving power of Christ. He has had some

help once or twice from other Christians

in forming his ideas, but most of it from

reading, and until yesterday (I am writing

now on Monday, the 30th), he never saw

a Christian audience, never heard a ser-

mon nor saw people worshipping God. It

was all new and apparently delightful to

him. How many times we are taught that

the Spirit of God is not bound, and how

much we are reaping where we sowed not

or sowed unwittingly. It was one of our

men who sold him the books, but that is

all any of us had to do with it. He said

nothing about confessing Christ, and I did

nothing further than to invite him back

to our next Communion and see what is

done. I think he will come and perhaps

a son, who, lie says, also believes.

We had eighty at our morning service,

and over fifty at our afternoon prayer

meeting yesterday. The silkworm season

is past, and people are more at leisure, so

we expect larger crowds than in the sum-

mer.

The school is doing nicely, and the

teacher, an invaluable assistant in teaching

the women as well as the girls. We are

disappointed that no one is coming this

fall, so far as we know, to take the school

work; but it is in excellent hands with

Mrs. Wright, and when a teacher does

come, she will be saved the trouble of

organizing. She will only have to take a

machine, already in good running order,

and for this Mrs. Wright deserves the

credit. All are in health, and work en-

couraging.

In a personal letter of Monday, Nov. 13,

1905, Rev. A. I. Robb gives one item of

general interest:
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We had the largest audience yesterday

in the history of the Mission. The ex-

aminations for admittance to the local col-

lege were finished last Friday or Saturday,

and the decisions are to be given out to-

day. Consequently some six hundred stu-

dents were waiting in the city with noth-

ing to do, and we had fully a fourth of

them at our afternoon meeting, and nearly

a hundred in the morning. It was a curi-

ous crowd, rather than one peeking for

truth, but well behaved and for the most

part attentive, and our native Christians

—as it was the regular hour for prayer

meeting—gave them good gospel.

Mrs. J. W. Wright gives an account of

the school at Tak Hing Chau that will

cheer the hearts of all who take any in-

terest in missionary wrork, while her story

of the massacre at Lin Chau will call

forth their prayerful sympathy

:

We opened the school Oct. 16, 1905,

with two little girls as boarding pupils

and one day pupil. How we have five

boarding pupils and another is to come

to-day. The teacher who has charge is

from Canton. She has been four years

in the Presbyterian Seminary there, and

seems well prepared for the work. The

woman who formerly worked for Miss

Torrence has charge of the kitchen. She

is a good Christian woman, and helps to

see that the girls are cared for. They are

beginning with easy readers that give

Christian teaching, and in a few weeks

will commence writing. We aim first to

make Christians. Of course, the girls will

learn other things that are necessary

—

cooking, washing, sewing, and tending

garden, and the things that they ought to

know; but the one thing needful is good

Christian training.

School keeps me busy, especially when
I have work enough without it. But the

school will go on with what help is here

if no one at home will come. But I know
some one will. It is such a satisfaction

working where results can so soon be seen.

Already the girls have committed the first

two Commandments, the Golden Texts of

the weekly lessons, John 3, 16; Ps. 34, 11,

and a number of other verses. Besides

these, they have their daily lessons, and

are making rapid progress. There are six

now as happy little girls as there are to.

be found.

To-day was prayer meeting day for the

women. We studied Hehemiah, first chap-

ter, and they all thought the prayer a very

humble prayer and a very earnest prayer.

The little woman who teaches the girls

helps me so much with my work with the

women. We are very much encouraged

with our work these days.

I should have said two of the little girls

are from the village across the mountains,

where the idols have all been cast out of

the ancestral hall, and the only worship-

per of things false is the old grandmother

of the whole village.

A telegram called Dr. Wright to Can-

ton, saving, “Urgent,” and we heard the

next day that there had been an uprising

among the Chinese at Lin Chau, and five

of the Presbyterian missionaries had been

murdered. Dr. Wright was to look after

hospital patients, while the doctor in

charge went to the relief of the survivors.

It is a terrible story. Dr. Machle and wife

and ten-year-old girl; along with Bev. and

Airs. Peale, who had just reached their

station. They found a Chinese theatre

built partly on Mission grounds. Dr.

Machle had a talk with the manager, and

had come to an understanding, when a

band of ruffians came up and accused him

of doing things which he had not thought

of, and threatened to kill him. He saw

they meant trouble, and turned to leave

them, when one of them struck him and

the rest began to throw bricks. The offi-



12 News of the Churches.

cial was sent for, but was unable to quiet

the mob, and things went on until they

looted the hospital and burned all the

buildings. The missionaries went to a

cave some distance away, hoping that the

crowd would leave after destroying every-

thing. But the mob followed. Dr.

Machle stopped to shut the door of the

cave and the rest ran on in. The crowd

.was so close that he had to hurry on with-

out finding the others. He came to a

pool of water and lay down in it, covering

himself with mud, keeping only his nose

and eyes out. The ruffians hunted for two

or three hours, but could not find him,

and he supposed all the others were safe.

At last lie noticed some one in official

robes, and it proved to be the official hunt-

ing for him while the mob had gone back

to a feast. He was rigged out in soldier’s

uniform and a man came to him and told

him that one of the ladies was down in n

hidden well. They helped her out and

fitted her in uniform.

When they got to the vamen they

learned that the mob had found Mrs.

Machle and daughter, and Dr. Eleanor

Chestnut, had taken them outside and

killed them and threw their bodies into

the river. Then they found Mr. and Mrs.

Peale and beat them to death, and were

just crazed and were searching for Dr.

Machle. They even searched the officials’

quarters for several days, but at last the

two lone survivors were enabled to steal

away at night and into a boat and so got

to Canton.

It has been a sad time for us all. We
knew them so well, and Lin Chau people

had always seemed friendly. But the

Chinese arc still very much given over to

what is evil. There now seems to be con-

siderable anti-foreign feeling. They use

the American boycott as a cloak, but it is

really deeper seated than that.

The American Consul with a guard is

on his way to the station, and China will

find it is no small offense she has to

answer for.

Dr. Wright is home again.

The mat sheds are going up, ready for

work on the hospital. Most of the Avork-

men are home just now harvesting rice.

The men are busy trying to find more

water. They have been drilling for sev-

eral days, and hope to find enough for all

purposes soon.

P. S.—I should have said more about

the school. Miss Torrence had all things

in readiness, and it was an easy matter to

open school. As the days go on, we see

more and more the results of her careful

planning. A teacher who comes now will

only need to take up things where she laid

them down, and the school will succeed.

As yet, the girls have everything furnished

except their clothing. In time they will

begin to help pay expenses
;
but it seemed

best to make a beginning free of charge, in

order to get things in good running order.

A recent publication gave about 59,000 as the number of births in New York during

the past year, and added that but 11,000 of these were of American parents. This is

a striking illustration of the cosmopolitan character of our city; but it is easy to rein-

force it. The Germans, Irish, and Jews, taken together, will alone constitute more than

2,000,000 of the people of the city. Austria, from its polyglot people; Russia, from

its tyrannized-over and downtrodden masses; and Italy, from its poverty-stricken in-

habitants, have sent more than 200,000 each to dwell among us. To place even a

Gospel portion in their own tongue in the hands of these people is a great work.

—

Re-

port of N. Y. Bible Society for 1904.
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AT HOME.
Allegheny, Pa.—Central Board of Missions furnishes the following items:

On hand Receipts. Expenditures On hand

Hov. 1, ’05. Dec. 1, ’05.

Chinese Mission $36.61 $284.39 $105.37 $215.63

Southern Mission 1103.48 923.84 563.37 1463.95

Indian ‘Mission 2616.25 392.20 460.83 2547.62

Sustentation 264.37 17.55 281.92

Deficit. Deficit.

Domestic Mission 3858.68 1061.29 150.00 2947.39

Domestic Mission.—At the meeting of the Board, to be held on Jan. 17, 1906, 9:30

A. M., the quarterly distribution of Synod’s appropriations will be made. Clerks of

Presbyteries will take notice.

Indian Mission.—Mr. MeCunc assisted at the late Communion. The services were

held in the new room, an addition to the church building. The weather was pleasant

and the attendance good. Sap Cup and family united with the Church. Mr. McCune
will be at the Mission four Sabbaths. This will afford Mr. Carithers an opportunity

to visit and preach at the neighboring stations.

Southern Mission.—Rev. W. J. Sanderson assisted at the Communion. There was

an addition of seven girls; six of these came from the school. Two were baptized.

The enrollment in the school is 410, the largest at this season of the year since the

Increase in tuition was made. In Valley Camp the enrollment is 28, and in Pleasant

•Grove, 63.

There is need of another teacher. Miss Simms has ninety-nine scholars in her room.

The hours for school are from 8.45 A.M. to 3 P.M., with a half hour interval for

lunch. Miss McCartney writes that the improvement in the girls and in the homes is

quite marked, as the result of the work done in the industrial department.

Chinese Mission.—A change in the location of the Mission has been rendered neces-

sary. The enrollment of scholars during the month was 17; average attendance at the

night school, 3 ;| ;
at the prayer meeting, 9§, and on the Sabbath, 10; of whites at the

prayer meeting, 3 4-5, and on the Sabbath. 8 4-5.

J. W. Sproull.

Denver, Colo—The Ladies’ Mission-

ary Society of the Denver Reformed Pres-

byterian Church desires to bear loving tes-

timony to the Christian life and character

of Mrs. Mary J. Kennedy, who was called

home 'Sept. 22, 1905. When our Society

was organized in 1893, she was its first

vice-president, and has served either as

president or vice-president ever since. She

was an earnest, willing worker, and her

cheerful presence was always an inspira-

tion and encouragement. Her life was a

consecrated one, and her memory, like a

sweet odor, will linger in the minds of

those who knew her. “Blessed are they

that do His commandments, that they may

have right to the tree of life, and may

enter in through the gates into the city.”

Mrs. E. H. Buck,

Mrs. J. A. Parks,

Mrs. M. B. Huffsmith.

Committee.
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Olathe, Kans.—The Olathe L. M. S.

record the following resolution on the

death of Mrs. Rebecca Sterrett

:

In the death of Mrs. Sterrett our society

has lost one of its oldest members. She

had raised a large family, but always

found time to lend a helping hand to carry

on the work of her Master. Bv her kind-

ness and sympathy she endeared herself to

all who knew her. To know her was to

love her. Although called to suffer a

great deal the few weeks of her life here,

yet she never complained, and ever mani-

fested her confidence and trust in Him
“who doeth all things well.'’

We commend her children and friends

to ever look to the Saviour whom she

loved, for the comfort and consolation

that He alone can give.

She rests from her labors and her works

do follow her. Committee.

Philadelphia, Pa. —A tribute of love

from the Ladies’ Missionary Society of

the Third R. P. Church, Philadelphia, to

the memory of Miss Mamie McElfatrick,

who was called to her heavenly home May
8, 1905, aged eighteen years. As her

strength weakened, her hopes brightened,

and with her hand in her Saviour’s she

passed without fear through the valley of

the shadow of death. As a daughter, sis-

ter, friend and member of the Church and

Society she will be missed, and hearts are

sad, but the King came into His garden

and plucked one of His choicest flowers

with which to adorn His palace.

“So we bow in humble sorrow

To our Heavenly Father’s will,

And listen to His pleading,

I am Jesus, peace, be still.”

And to Him we would commend the

bereaved parents and brothers, extending

to them our love and sympathy.

Mrs. R. C. Montgomery,

Hannah C. Taylor,

Elizabeth H. Forsyth,

Committee.

At Ellis Island our distribution during the year 1904 was 53,654 volumes, or more

than 10,000 volumes above that of last year. The immigration this year was the

largest in the wonderful history of immigration to the United States. Never, at any

time or place in the history of the world has there been seen such a sight as is wit-

nessed year after year at Ellis Island. Thousands upon thousands of people from all

parts of Europe, and, indeed, from every quarter of the earth—men, women

and children, pouring through the turnstiles which lead either to the de-

tention room and back to Europe, or to the liberty of the railway cages,

from which they go forth, to be carried to distant parts of our country, or are

hurried forth to swell the overburdened East Side of our great city. In any case, it is

our opportunity, and there is no part of our work more interesting or important than

the placing of some portion of the Word of God in the hands of these strangers in a

strange land—alien in speech, in dress, in customs, often grotesque and uncouth in ap-

pearance, but ultimately to become citizens of our great free republic and share equally

with ourselves in its government and destiny. They are wonderfully docile and open

to new impressions as they place their feet for the first time on American soil .—Report

of N. Y. Bible Society.

If there is a good deed to be done, if there is a noble aim to be realized, if there are

duties awaiting us in our daily lives, the time for all that is now before sunset.

Desmond.
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MONOGKAPHS.

THE PROMISED REVIVAL.
Shall we have a revival of religion in

our churches? Since all the promises of

God in Christ Jesus are yea, and in Him
Amen, we must answer with all positive-

ncss and say, Yea and Amen.
But what do we mean by a revival?

Does it signify to usi that which makes it

desirable? Our desires are modified and

governed by the nature of the objects pre-

sented for our choice. A thing that is of-

fered to us will be acceptable if, in our

view, it be valuable and useful. If we re-

gard it otherwise, and feel fully satisfied

without it, then we will not care for it, no

matter what may be its intrinsic excel-

lence, what favors, what enjoyments, what

advantages it may be capable of affording.

Is a revival desirable? What signifi-

cance do we attach to the word ? The mel-

lifluous trisyllable flows smoothly as the

sweet-smelling myrrh from the fingers of

the bride upon the lock of the door which

she once cared not to open. Does it mean to

us nothing more than spiritual fervor, or

fever, seizing a community, the tingling of

the nerves of religion for a season, sacred

enthusiasm created on a large scale by the

importation of famous men, and the em-

ployment of vast choirs and melting

songs? Is this the revival we would have?

Then it may come and many may realize

its
.

good effects, but it will assuredly be

like “the morning cloud and the early dew,

that soon pass away.”

The Scriptural meaning is deeper,

stronger, more exclusive as regards human
methods; more inclusive as regards divine

results. The revival promised in the

Word must come directly from God,

through Jesus. Christ, by the Holy Spirit,

in the use of the simple apostolic means

appointed by Christ Jesus. To cause to

live, to restore to life, to keep alive—such

is the meaning of the word in the Bible.

“Will Thou not revive us again?” “After

two da}T

s will He revive us ?” “They shall

revive as the corn.” “Revive Thy work in

the midst of the years.” The same word

tells us how in the beginning God breathed

into man the breath of life. The same

vital breath, the same inbreathing by the

Holy Spirit, will give the Church a re-

viving that will set her on her feet, thrill

her members with life and power for ser-

vice, and cover them with the glory of the

Lord. This is the revival we should seek;

not that which will flame and flash like a

bonfire for an hour, but that which will

last “a thousand years.” Have we then

learned the Scriptural meaning of this

sweet word ? If so, we will no doubt sin-

cerely desire it. If it is to us fraught with

God’s great definition, if it has taken pos-

session of our thoughts, if it has stirred

our hearts and kindled flames there, we

will want it, will long for it, will pray

with ardor and importunity till we get it.

We will stand by the throne of our exalted

Lord, pleading, reminding Him of His

promises, and looking into His face with

the confidence and expectation which will

captivate His tender heart.

Let us here analyze the meaning of a

revival, and see what it implies and in-

cludes.

l. The demonstrative presence of the

Holy Spirit in the Church.

“And they were all filled with the Holy

Spirit and began to speak.” (Acts 2,4.)

The presence of the Holy Spirit was

demonstratively revealed, so that no one

at that Pentecostal meeting could doubt

the fact. And that presence was not more

apparent by the wind and fire than by the
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moral miracles wrought upon the minds

and hearts of the disciples, purifying, il-

luminating, vivifying, ennobling, and en-

couraging them.

'Idle work done by the Holy Spirit in

that prayer meeting was mighty, awesome,

supernatural, far above human agency as

the creation of the stars is above the power

of a humble mechanic. The disciples could

not affirm that they, by their works or

acts, had accomplished the wonderful

achievements, any more than a candle

might boast of having lit the sun.

This is what we expect in a genuine re-

vival. The Holy Spirit will come in

awful power, and in overwhelming de-

monstrations of the facts and truths per-

taining to Christ’s person and glory, His

kingdom and work, and shall accompany

the little efforts of His people with amaz-

ing results, vivifying, illuminating, en-

larging and transforming the Church, till

she become a body of people, full of Christ,

glorying in His Cross and Crown.

2. Triumphant joy in Jesus Christ.

The 72d Psalm reveals to us what we

may expect in a revival. Jesus Christ

shines in that Psalm from first to last, like

the sun circling around the clear blue

skv. “He shall come down like rain.”

“He shall have dominion.” “He shall

spare the poor.” “To Him shall be given

the gold.” “His name shall endure for-

ever.” “Men shall be blessed in Him.”

“All nations shall call Him blessed.”

“Blessed be His glorious name forever.”

“Let the whole earth be filled with His

glory.” The Holy Spirit’s great work,

may we not truly and reverently say, His

only work, is the revelation of Jesus

Christ. “He shall glorify Me,” saith

Jesus, “for He shall receive of Mine, and

shall show it unto you.”

In the coming revival we shall expect

the Holy Spirit to take charge of the

ordinances of grace, in the family, in the

prayer meeting, and in the Church, and
shall make each service radiant with the

manifestation of Jesus Christ in His

glorious person, in the majesty of His of-

fice as Mediator, and in the ceaseless ac-

tivity of His almighty power and grace in

the salvation of souls. Is not this what we
need?—the lifting of the veil, the stream-

ing of Christ’s glory upon our lives; His

delightsome fellowship with us at all

times? Would we not love to see the

ordinances of grace all turned to this

grand use; not conveying simply knowl-

edge about Christ our Lord, but bringing

Him gloriously out of His place, and pre-

senting Him in His transcendent great-

ness and sweetness before our ravished

eyes.

3. A consecrated and effective ministry.

When the disciples were revived, by the

Pentecostal baptism of the Holy Spirit and

of fire, they immediately lost all weakness,

languor and timidity; they at once be-

came powerful and practical, preaching

with tremendous effect, and working

miracles. And of all the miracles they

wrought by the Holy Spirit, the mightiest

is still achievable—the conversion of souls.

The conversion of a sinner is a greater

miracle than the restoration of weak ankle

bones. The disciples were revived by the

Holy Spirit vitalizing their knowledge of

Christ which they had previously received,

and which had hitherto remained in their

minds inoperative. The Spirit of God

made their knowledge of Jesus active,

practical, energetic, turning it all into

throbbing power, and flaming zeal. Such

is the revival which the ministry of the

Church now needs, and which we trust will

soon descend upon the Church. Let the

Holy Spirit once turn the truths of the

Word, which have been carefully stored

away in the intellect into living, active,

glowing, supernatural forces in the minis-

ter, and what a preacher the people will
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have ! Both pastor and flock will be as-

tonished.

Too often is it the case that the divinely

invigorating, the awe-inspiring, soul-

transforming truths of Christ are so me-

chanically collected and preserved, that

they lie in the memory, or fall from the

lips, as lifeless and as sapless as last year’s

flowers pressed between the leaves of a

book. But let the truth of Christ, the

sum of saving knowledge, the doctrines of

the old Confession of Faith, live in the

minister; let them circulate in his being;

let them be the daily aliment of his soul

;

let them be the world in which he lives

;

let them constantly flash upon his e}res*,

let them ever thunder upon his ears—then

how his messages will irradiate with divin-

ity, infinity, eternity, majesty and power;

with Christ and God
;
with redemption

and heaven!

+ The membership of the Church will

be advanced to the normal condition of

holiness, power and Christian activity.

The normal condition, compared with

present conditions, will be a moral miracle.

We have a description of it in the twenti-

eth chapter of Revelation, where the full

effects of the latter-day outpouring of the

Holy Spirit are expressed in a figure of

the resurrection of the dead. Just pre-

vious to that time—and possibly the pre-

vious time may be now—the Church will

be like a beautiful cemetery, adorned with

sculptured marble and flowers, but be-

neath the sward lie dead men’s bones.

But the vivifying showers of the Holy

Spirit reach through the clods and coffins

of earthliness and apathy, and the dead

feel the thrill of life, they move in their

shrouds, they come forth and put on the

beautiful garments of holiness, they are

clothed with power, they reign with Christ

on earth. Behold what a race of Chris-

tians ! What dignity ! What honor ! What
exaltation ! How mighty ! How service-

able ! They all have the Spirit, the intel-

ligence, the courage, the fidelity of the

martyrs of the former ages. Such will be

the membership of the revived Church.

Such will be the people that will fill the

pews when the Holy Spirit gives us a gen-

uine revival. The brass shall then become
gold; the iron will make way for silver;

the thorn shall give place to the fig tree,

and the brier to the myrtle tree. “The
light of the moon shall be as the light of

the sun; and the light of the sun as the

light of seven days.” What a marvelous
change ! Will it not indeed be a moral

resurrection? What churches we would
have if the living had seven times more
life, and the spiritually dead were raised

outright from their metallic coffins of me-
chanical religion

!

5. The Church membership will be

greatly increased, and the churches

crowded at all services.

“I will pour water upon him that is

thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground
;
I

will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my
blessing upon thine offspring; and they

shall spring up as among the grass, as

willows by the water-courses.” (Is. 44, 3.)

What a luxuriant symbol of the certain,

necessary and blessed increase of Church

membership, when the Holy Spirit is given

in copious and continuous showers, ac-

cording to the promise ! The grass springs

up, and the willows, beside the flowing

waters. And why? Just because neither

grass nor willow can help growing in such

a soil, under such showers, in such a sum-

mer. Grass shoots up in blades; the

blades are multitudinous—numberless.

Who will try to count the stalks of grass

beside the running stream? In the 72d

Psalm the same important and imposing

fact is presented by imagery somewhat

similar, yet extending into the majestic.

“There shall be an handful of corn upon

the top of the mountains
;
the fruit there—
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of shall shake like Lebanon; and they of

the city shall flourish like grass of the

earth.” An handful of corn is a trifling

quantity. But the minister can seldom

get more. Let him thresh all week till

brain-sweat bead his brow, and all the

seed, the round, healthy kernels of truth,

he can get, can be carried in the palm of

one hand; but let him sowr
it, to be fol-

lowed with the showers of the Holy Spirit,

and he will soon see his whole field rus-

tling with a golden harvest. Let him sow

it on the mountain, the most forbidding

soil, the most unfavorable community, and

continue at the throne till the clouds pour

out their treasures of rain, and there will

be growth, astonishing growth, marvelous

results in the hearts and lives of the peo-

ple, multitudes of converts, great develop-

ment of power and character among the

people, a great mountain covered with

rustling grain, a harvest surpassing the

seed, and the efforts, as far as a forest of

cedars covering a mountain exceeds in

scope and majesty a meadow of corn or a

field of shocks. What may we not expect

if we sow to the Spirit? Here we again

ask, What do we mean by a revival ? Has

it sufficient significance to us to rivet our

attention, and arouse us to action? Will

not we try to accept the Scriptural idea,

and allow that idea to illuminate our faces

with expectation, and wrap us in the

flames of ardent desire? Will we not

make that the standard of all our efforts

in the way of securing a genuine, power-

ful and permanent revival from God, Who
has promised it, and made it the great

promise ?

Possibly God does not revive us just be-

cause we do not believe in the kind He
wants to give. We fix too low a mark for

Him; He will not work down to it. We
would take a less revival than He will give.

What we want would fail of the stupend-

ous results He intends, and He would fail

to get the glory. Some minister might be

glorified by an improvement in our church
life and service; but God is not satisfied

with improvements; He will have a re-

vocation, a moral resurrection, a rehabil-

itation of His Church with new and glori-

ous life, a stupendous miracle that will

demonstrate His presence, purpose and

power, and that will overawe and humble
men’s pride, and fill the church with

hosannas for Jesus Christ, and halleluiahs

for God. Will we not unite in beseeching

the Lord Jesus for a signal outpouring of

the Holy Spirit ? Will we not persist in

petitioning the Lord till we get what He
has promised to give ? He is not reluctant,

but He will have our hearts aflame with

desire. The gift is too great, too precious,

too awful, to be given, except where there

is vehement desire and soul-ravishing ex-

pectation. Will the Church, just like a

child, get on her knees and pray her one

prayer? That prayer includes all things

desirable. The fullness of the Holy Spirit

will bring every other blessing. Let us

daily pour our cry into our Father’s ears

in our closets, and at the family altar; in

our prayer meetings urge the one request,

and in our pulpits press the one petition

both in preaching and in prayer, all this

in the all-prevailing name of Jesus; then

assuredly the Church shall have a mighty

and permanent revival; for God is faith-

ful, and cannot deny Himself.

J. C. McFeeters.

CONDITIONS OF SUCCESSFUL
EVANGELISM.

—Under this general heading Olive

Trees will publish a series of monographs

taken from an excellent sermon by Rev.

J. M. Foster, of Boston, which has been

lying on our table for many months. The

discourse is founded on the miracle of

healing “one that was deaf and had an im-

pediment in his speech” (Mark 7, 33-35),
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which will explain some of the phrasing.

The aim of the author is to set Christ

forth as the “Model for Christian work-

ers.”—

l.— Communion witn God, or “looking

up to heaven.”

We cannot enter into the mysterious re-

lation existing between the Father and the

Son. We know it is a relation of unity

and of communion. “The Word was with

God”—there is communion. “And the

Word was God”—there is unity. We can-

not enter into the mysterious relation ex-

isting between the divine and human
natures 'of our Lord, how He was all wise

and powerful as God, and yet subject to

the limitation, weakness and capacity for

suffering belonging to men. We know

that His communion with God ' was un-

interrupted; so that He did not lift His

eyes to heaven to renew, but only to rein-

force His fellowship with the Father, as

a man standing upon a rock lifts his foot

and sets it down firmly to make his stand-

ing the more secure. But with us, com-

munion with God has been estopped by sin

and must be renewed. Being free from

sin, He did not require the self-discipline

to which we must submit in order to have

this communion. Jesus will not come

into a heart filled with the world. Hands

filled with the toys of the world cannot re-

ceive the gifts of God’s grace. Our minds

must be enlightened to think God’s

thoughts after Him, our wills subdued to

delight in His will, our conscience quick-

ened to respond to His word, our hearts

purified to be the Temple of God. What
then, does His upward glance to heaven

mean to us ? I answer,

1. It means the renewal of our vision

of heavenly things.

When Stephen steadfastly looked up into

heaven he said, “I see Jesus standing on

the right hand of God.” And the whole

council beheld His face as it had been the

face of an angel. When Moses had spent

forty days in the mount talking with God,

his face was so bright with the divine

glory that the children of Israel could not

talk with him until he wore a veil. This

vision of God and divine things fits us for

service. “We all, with unveiled faces, be-

holding as in a mirror the glory of the

Lord, are changed into the same image,

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit

of the Lord.”
‘2 . It means deepening our fellowship

with God.

A mountain river, during the winter

time, is frozen and covered with snow,

and its bed in the valley is almost dry.

But in the summer time, the snow and

ice are melted, and the water dashes

down the mountainsides and fills the

channel in the valley to its brim. When
our communion with heaven is inter-

rupted, we are like the frozen river, bring-

ing no blessings to the people. But when
our fellowship is renewed, we are like the

river whose waters swell up to the brim,

making the valley a luxurious garden.

When the waters of the Jordan were di-

vided, the waters above piled up in a heap

and the waters below flowed away, and the

people passed over on the oozy bed, and

before all had passed over it was a beaten

road. It is possible for us to dam up the

river of life and stop its flow into our

souls. We may be sure that the accu-

mulated waters will find another outlet,

making a new channel for themselves.

And your souls will be changed from a

harbor, to which the ships of heaven came

and from which, they went, to a waste of

sand, and the commerce and trade of

heaven suspended.

3. It means fortifying us against the

temptation, to depend on our activity

rather than the Spirit of God.

A multitude of five 'thousand men, be-

sides women and children, were with our
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Lord in the wilderness. A busy day they

had. He healed the sick and preached the

kingdom. At evening time the disciples

counseled to send them away to buy food

in the villages. But the Master said,

“You need not send them away. How
many loaves have you ?” And they said,

“Five loaves and two small fishes. But

what are they among so many?” But He
would have them use what they had and

trust Him. “Bring them to Me!” He
said. And He took them and blessed and

brake and gave them to the disciples, and

they were strangely multiplied in the dis-

ciples' hands, so that all, perhaps ten thou-

sand people, were filled, and twelve bas-

kets full of fragments were gathered up.

We are in danger of trusting to our ac-

tivity, our ingenuity, our resources, our

complicated machinery, instead of de-

pending upon Him who kept the oil in the

widow’s vessel from failing until every

empty vessel had been filled.

4. It means that we breathe the at-

mosphere of heaven.

When men go down in diving bells to

recover treasures or dead bodies from a

sunken ship, the air must be forced down

through pipes into the bells for them to

breathe. Without this, they could not

live. So while God’s people are engaged

in His work here below it is necessary that

the atmosphere of heaven, the breath of

God, the Holy Spirit, be sent down

though the pipes of the divine ordi-

nances. “Awake, 0 north wind, and blow

thou south, blow upon my garden, that

the spices thereof may blow out!” There

is a tunnel being dug through the Alps.

It is to be fourteen miles long. Twelve

miles are already dug, six miles from

either side of the mountain. And when one

mile more has been dug from each side,

the two companies of workmen will meet

in the center. The air is so dense and the

temperature so high where the men are

working that they could not live in it. So
fresh air is forced in through pipes to the

men and it flows back through the shaft,

and a constant current is kept up and the

men can work in comfort and safety. This

world is made destructive by sin. It is

necessary that the winds of heaven blow

constantly upon God’s people, else they

cannot work with efficiency or safety. An
explosion in a coal mine often entombs

the miners, and unless an excavation can

be made and fresh air forced in, they die

of the poisonous vapors. Sin creates the

poisonous vapors in this world, which de-

stroy men’s souls. The prophet Ezekiel

prayed : “Come, 0 four winds, and

breathe upon these slain that they may
live!” And the dry bones lived and stood

upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

John, on the isle of Patinos, said, “I was

in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.” He was

in the element of the Spirit, as birds in

the air or fish in the water. In that ele-

ment we must live and move and have our

being.

J. M. Foster.

THE JAPANIZATION OF CHINA.

Like the rest of the world, Shanghai,

the nerve center of all foreign interests in

China, held its hreath last May while the

great and decisive naval battle in the

Tsushima Strait was in progress. Upon

the result hung everything for Japan, and

so much for the rest of the world. That

this victory for Japan is to be reckoned

the “sixteenth decisive battle” of the world

is not unlikely, and long before it was

fought, efforts had been made to forecast

its compendious results.

Among them are the extinction, for at

least a generation, of Russian aggression

on the Pacific, the abrupt termination of

the unending talk about “the coming par-

tition of China,” the insecurity of the hold

of some of “the Powers” on Chinese soil
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which they had gleefully “annexed,” and

the definite primacy of Japan not only in

this empire, but in Eastern Asia.

Careful observers, like the Peking cor-

respondent of the London Times, long

since announced that Japanese influence

in China is omnipresent and irresistible.

No European race comprehends the

Chinese, but the Japanese understand

them perfectly, language and people alike.

They have their quiet editors on the staff

of influential Chinese papers, suggesting,

informing, directing. They are partners

—perhaps the main partners—in the

Commercial Press of Shanghai, which is

issuing a long list of beautifully printed,

attractively bound and inexpensive school

and text-books of a wide range, and some-

times a high excellence, samples of which

are being widely distributed, and the sales

of which are extensive.

At the recent meeting of the China

Educational Association in Shanghai, the

Commercial Press showed an Occidental

enterprise in advertising. It secured a

room for the exhibition of its output, and

incidentally invited the whole association

to a dinner.

There are said to be 5,000 Chinese

students now in Japan. In the Peking

University, as well as in those of the

provinces, Japanese professors have large-

ly supplanted other foreigners. They

definitely offer to give the Chinese in-

struction in everything through the medi-

um of the Japanese language. Learn

that

,

they say, and you can dispense with

German, French and English.

The reader will perhaps excuse the men-

tion of a specific case, on account of its

illustrative value. Some fifteen years ago

a book on “Chinese Characteristics” was

published in Shanghai. A few years later

the omnivorous Japanese—who, like the

oriole, were ready to adopt any material

—

translated it into that language, where in

a few more years, it was out of print and

forgotten.

Meantime a young Shanghai student in

Japan who could read but could not speak

Japanese, conceived the idea of translating

the book into Chinese, which he did with-

out knowing a word of English. On
being sought out by the author (in quest

of helpful criticism) it was found that

the only medium of communication be-

tween author and translator was a Japan-

ese fellow-editor of the latter, who was

master of all three languages.

This incident is a window through

which the discerning may see many
visions. To suppose that a people so close

neighbors to China, who have that “genius

which is infinite capacity for labor,” and

who can, according to circumstances, talk,

write, teach, fight, or hold their tongues,

with equal success, are not to have a pre-

dominating influence in the reorganiza-

tion of China, is to entertain an illusion.

China is to be Japaned.

During the past year attention has re-

peatedly been called to the fact that in

different and widely separated parts of

China native Buddhist priests have been

placing their temples under Japanese pro-

tection. The object appeared to be to

prevent the confiscation of both lands and

temples by the Chinese Government for

the use of the new system of primary ed-

ucation which was expressly enjoined by

imperial decree, all unofficial temples be-

ing included in the order. It has been

known that Buddhist missionaries have

reached China from Japan, with a view to

a renaissance of that moribund faith.

Christians ought greatly to strengthen

the hands of workers in China and Japan

with ampler means, with a deeper and

more intelligent sympathy, and with more

earnest and persevering prayer .—Rev.

Arthur H. Smith, D.D., in The Congrega-

tionalist.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

H flDentorial Gbanfe^offering.

At the end of November, according to the acknowledgments in Olive Trees for

December, this fund amounted to $2,579.60, and the receipts during that month were

as follows:

Contributor Amount Mission Field

A member of Dr. Thompson’s Congrega-

tion, Newburgh, N. Y $5.00

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. A. Calderwood, Second

Boston 25.00

Miss Agnes Hall’s Sabbath School Class,

Hopkinton, la 5.17

Mr. 1?. C. McKee, Knoxville, Pittsburg, Pa. 25.00

5.00

1.00

5.00

25.00

25.00

A friend of Missions, no address

A friend of Missions, Brooklyn, N. Y.

.

Senior Mission Band, Allegheny Cong..

A friend of Missions, Denison, Ivans. . .

A friend of Missions, Philadelphia, Pa.

China, Syria, Southern, Indian,

Jewish, $1 each.

China.

China.

China.

China.

China.

China.

China.

Syria, $10; China, $5; Domes-

tic, $10.

Syria.

Syria.

These $146.17 bring the total up to Two Thousand Seven Hundred and Twenty-five

Dollars and Seventy-seven Cents at the close of the year 1905. This is not a

very large total ; and yet the contributions that have been made during the past

twelve months indicate, as we recall them, that in some parts of the Church there is

great interest taken in its foreign missionary operations, and that many are ready to

declare, in deeds as well as in words, their gratitude to God for the success that has

attended the work of their representatives in China.

Now that we have entered upon another year, the heading will be removed unless

the offerings should be so many and so liberal as to demand its retention.

Mrs. Rev. T. C. Sproull.

Miss Helen Sproull.

.20.00

. 5.00
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According to promise, we publish a formal statement from Treasurer Walter T.

Miller that the

TEN THOUSAND AND FIFTY DOLLARS
contributed to extend the work in China have been passed over- to his custody:

New York
,
December 12

,
igog.

Received from OLIVE TREES
,

Eighty-six Hundred
and Fifty Dollars ($8,6§0), which with the Fourteen Hundred
Dollars ($1,400) already in hand, make Ten Thousand and

Fifty Dollars ($10,0go) provided for the opening of a New
Station in China.

In the list of contributions to this fund, published last month, Mr. P. N. Redpath

is credited with $100, but he feels that he should not have credit for the full amount,

as the offering was made after consultation with his family. He and Mrs. Redpath

gave $00, to which were added $10 each from Mr. R. C. Redpath and Mr. F. M.

Redpath, $10 from Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Wright, and $10 from Mr. and Mrs. J. C.

Duguid.

When remitting renewals for Olive Trees and £4 10s. Od. from three friends for the

school in charge of Miss Meta Cunningham, Suadia, Syria, Mr. J. B. O’Neill, of

Belfast, Ireland, enclosed £1 for the new station in China. He says: “I should like

to have a small share in so good an enterprise. China seems to be opening up rapidly,

and there is a very urgent call upon the Church of Christ in all lands to enter in and

possess China for Christ.”

$10,0go.00

With this number of Olive Trees we

enter upon a new year. Whether we shall

be allowed to conduct a missionary maga-

zine to the close of 1906 is only known to

Him who orders all events, and we are

glad to leave the matter in His hands.

'Fhe fact of His supremacy has lifted us

out of many a fit of depression and urged

us on to duty when there was very little

light ahead. His leadership means the

ultimate success of every enterprise un-

dertaken in His name and for His glory.

The workers die, but the Lord lives.

Nothing could be more encouraging

than the promptness with which renewals

and new subscriptions are. coming in.

Some of our readers have passed out into

the light, where they no longer need the

printed page to give them the information

in regard to the progress of the Kingdom
or instruction as to the claims of the King

to loyal service. But others are taking

their places, and will read with ever-

growing interest of the efforts that are

being made to enlighten men and com-

munities respecting the rights of Christ
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and to hasten that world-wide recognition

of His mediatorial sovereignty which is

the burden of prophecy.

Whatever Olive Trees can do to bring

about this result shall be done, and it will

look for the cordial co-operation of the

ministry and membership of the Covenan-

tor Church.

In the judgment of the Board, more

laborers are needed in the foreign fields.

We fully indorse the recent remark of a

missionary, while expressing his regret

that there were none to answer the call for

help : “My own opinion is that all who

can content themselves at home had bet-

ter stay there.” But at the same time

we cannot dismiss the idea from our mind

that, if the young ministers of the Cove-

nanter Church would take into careful

consideration the urgency of the need,

they would not be able to “content them-

selves at home.”

The work of the Lord in Northern

Syria demands laborers. There are young

men eager to go, but they hesitate to offer

their services lest the Board should reject

them on the ground of ill health. It is a

serious question whether those who are

longing to work in the foreign field should

not be commissioned without any inquiries

as to their physical condition. If we are

not mistaken, the history of the Syrian

Mission warrants this view. One devoted

3’oung man who seemed to be in vigorous

health when he left America, only lived

six months after reaching the field, while

another who could not, as we are told,

obtain an insurance policy, roughed it for

a quarter of a century abroad, and is still

actively engaged in preaching at home. Tf

a man feels that necessity is laid upon him

to bear the message of eternal life to the

perishing heathen, it is assuming a great

responsibility to put any barrier in his

way.

Where are the young women of the Cov-

enanter Church? The call of the Board

for four teachers has been before them

for many months, and no one seems ready

to go. Those who are in charge of the

schools in Syria and in Asia Minor are

doing excellent work, but they are over-

taxing their energies, and sooner or later

will break down. Two laborers should be

in those fields, learning the language and

preparing themselves to carry forward the

work that is yielding such large results

now and is so full of promise for the

future. The Mission at Tak Hing Chau,

China, requires two teachers. When Mrs.

Wright, deeply impressed with the im-

portance of the work, volunteered her ser-

vices, she gave clear proof of the pressing

need. There is every reason to believe

that the school will be successful under

her management, but there should be some

one specially designated to take charge of

that department of the Mission, who does

not have a home to look after at the same

time. 'Phe demand for help is very

urgent.

%
Olive Trees has received for Foreign

Missions and passed on to Treasurer Mil-

ler, $3 from “A friend of missions” at the

Old People’s Home in Allegheny for the

school in charge of Miss Wjdie, Latakia,

Syria
;
$20 from Mrs. Worth Kerr, Titus-

ville, Pa., to be equally divided between

the Syrian and Chinese Missions; and $68

from Lake Reno Congregation, through

Rev. J. R. W. Stevenson, for the work in

Cyprus.

We sleep, but the loom of life never stops; and the pattern which was weaving when

the sun went down is weaving when it comes up to-morrow.

—

H. IT. Beecher.



POST OFFICE ADDRESSES OF FOREIGN MISSIONARIES

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart

J. M. Balph, M. D

Miss Mattie R. Wylie

Miss Maggie B. Edgar....

Miss Meta Cunningham..,

Rev. R. J. Dodds

Rev. C. A. Dodds

Miss Evadna M. Sterrett.

Rev. Walter McCarroll,

> Latakia, Syria.

j

Suadia
,
via Antioch

,
Syria.

>Mersina
,
Asia Minor.

Larnaca, Cyprus.

Calvin McCarroll, M. D Nicosia
,
Cyprus.

Rev. A. I. Robb

Rev. J. K. Robb

Rev. Julius Kempf

J. M. Wright, M. D
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D.

Miss Jean McBurney, M. D..

i

>
Tak /Ping Chau

,

West River,

South China.

POST OFFICE ADDRESSES OF HOME MISSIONARIES.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, Indian Mission
,

Apache
,

O. T.

Rev. J. G. Reed, Southern Mission
,

Selma
,
Ala.

Rev. G. M. Robb, Jewish Mission
,

Soo So. Fifth Street
,
Philadelphia

,
Pa.

POST OFFICE ADDRESSES OF TREASURERS.

Syrian Mission, Mission in China and Church Erection—Mr. Walter

T. Miller, Cotton Exchange Building, New York.

Domestic Mission; Southern Mission; Jewish Mission; Indian Mission;

Testimony Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’
and Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students’Aid—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 507 Penn Building,

Pittsburgh, Pa.

National Reform—Rev. R. C. Wylie, D. D., So. Avenue, Station D,

Pittsburgh, Pa.
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The regular price of the map is $3.00.
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$1.00 and 13 cents for postage.
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